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About the Resource Persons 
 
 
SOAMIELY ANDRIAMANANJARA is a Senior Economist at the World Bank Institute working on 
growth and competitiveness issues. Before joining World Bank Institute, he was an International 
Economist in the Research Division of the U.S. International Trade Commission, where he 
conducted different quantitative and qualitative studies on various trade-related topics. Earlier in 
his career, he worked as a consultant with the World Bank’s Development Research Group, 
where he investigated the different dimensions of preferential trade arrangements. Recently, he 
has published both academic and policy research papers on regional integration, textiles and 
clothing quotas, international transport services, as well as non-tariff barriers to trade.  Soamiely 
holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Maryland at College Park with a 
concentration in International Economics. 
 
DIGBY GASCOINE is an expert consultant on government policy and international relations in 
the field of biosecurity and food safety. From 1988 to 2000 he was a senior manager in the 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service and Biosecurity Australia, with responsibility for 
policy development, risk analysis and international issues. He led the Australian delegation in 
the negotiation of the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) 
Measures, and from 1995 he represented Australia in the SPS Committee. He also represented 
Australia in the Codex Alimentarius Commission, serving two terms as Vice-chairman of that 
body, and he chaired the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems from its inception in 1992.  As a consultant he has worked for a number of 
international organizations including the World Trade Organisation, the World Bank, the World 
Health Organisation, and the International Trade Centre, as well as for a number of national aid 
agencies. He has provided training in the field of SPS control in Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
China, Egypt, Kuwait, Malaysia, Vietnam and Zambia. He continues to advise Australian 
Government agencies. 
 
TIM JOSLING is a Professor, Emeritus, at the (former) Food Research Institute at Stanford 
University; a Senior Fellow by courtesy at the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies; 
and a faculty member at FSI's Europe Center. His research focuses on agricultural policy and 
food policy in industrialized nations; international trade in agricultural and food products; and the 
development of the multilateral trade regime. His recent research topics include the reform of 
the agricultural trading system in the World Trade Organization; the treatment of agriculture in 
bilateral trade agreements; the use of geographical indications in food markets; the role of 
health and safety regulations in trade; the impact of climate change legislation on agricultural 
trade policies; and the treatment of biofuel subsidies in the WTO.  His academic background 
includes a B.Sc. in Agriculture from the University of London (Wye College), a M.Sc. in 
Agricultural Economics from the University of Guelph, Canada, and a Ph.D. in Agricultural 
Economics from Michigan State University.  Josling is a member of the International Policy 



Council on Food and Agricultural Trade and former Chair of the Executive Committee of the 
International Agricultural Trade Research Consortium. He holds a Visiting Professorship at the 
University of Kent, in the United Kingdom, and is a past President of the UK Agricultural 
Economics Association. He has also been a Visiting Scholar at the Institute for International 
Economics in Washington. In 2004 he was made a Fellow of the American Agricultural 
Economics Association. 
 
DAVID LABORDE joined IFPRI, Washington DC, in 2007 where he is a Senior Research Fellow 
and leader of the “Globalization and Markets” research program in the Markets, Trade and 
Institutions Division.  His research interests include international trade, measurement and 
modeling of protectionism, multilateral and regional trade liberalization as well as environmental 
issues (climate change, biofuels). He has participated and organized training sessions for 
researchers and policy makers in several developing countries, with a special focus on sub-
Saharan Africa.  Prior to joining IFPRI, he was an Economist at the Centre d'Etudes 
Prospectives et d'Informations Internationales (CEPII), Paris between 2003 and 2007 and 
lecturer at the University of Pau (France). He received his PhD from the University of Pau in 
2008. He has also worked as consultant for the European Commission, the Economic 
Commission for West Africa, the World Bank, USAID, and various UN agencies. 
 
WILL MARTIN is Research Manager, Agriculture and Rural Development, in the Development 
Research Group of the World Bank. He obtained his first degrees from the University of 
Queensland and the Australian National University, and Masters and PhD degrees from Iowa 
State University. Before joining the World Bank, he worked as a researcher and manager at the 
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics, and as a Senior Research Fellow at 
the Australian National University. He has published extensively on agricultural trade policy and 
developing countries, with a particular focus on the World Trade Organization and economic 
development.  He has published widely using quantitative models such as the Global Trade 
Analysis Project, and has a particular interest in using detailed data to build up a complete 
picture of the effects of policies on welfare impacts at national and household levels. 
 
LYAZIZA SABYROVA is a Senior Regional Economist in the Regional Cooperation and 
Operations Coordination Division of the ADB.  She obtained her PhD degree in Economics from 
Indiana University in Bloomington, IN, USA. She joined Asian Development Bank in 2000, and 
worked mostly on infrastructure projects in the People’s Republic of China, Central Asia and 
Caucasus region. She was also posted in ADB’s Resident Mission in the Kyrgyz Republic and 
led the preparation of the Joint Country Support Strategy for the Kyrgyz Republic (together with 
the DFID, the Swiss Development Agency, the World Bank, and UN Agencies) from the ADB 
side. From 2008-2011 she was on a special leave from the ADB, during which she co-founded 
an independent economic think tank in Kazakhstan, the RAKURS Center for Economic 
Analysis.  
 


