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New data to be 

released in July 

2023 
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ESCAP Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-
Border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDzcLwBzU3s&t=37s https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTPXQIr8RHU&t=102s

Article 1: Objective 
The objective of the present Framework Agreement is to promote cross-border 
paperless trade by enabling the exchange and mutual recognition of trade-related 
data and documents in electronic form and facilitating interoperability among 
national and subregional single windows and/or other paperless trade systems, for 
the purpose of making international trade transactions more efficient and 
transparent while improving regulatory compliance.

An enabling UN treaty entered into force in 2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDzcLwBzU3s&t=37s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTPXQIr8RHU&t=102s
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Accelerating Digital TF through the Framework 
Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless 
Trade in Asia and the Pacific

- 100% increase in number of 
acceding parties in 2022 –
now 11 parties

- Most inclusive and 
cooperative platform for 
progress

- Join to demonstrate high-
level commitment to digital 
trade transformation

- and enable cross-border 
cooperation

https://www.unescap.org/projects/cpta

https://www.unescap.org/projects/cpta
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Technical support in conducting Cross-Border Paperless 
Trade Readiness Assessment available

Background: Assessment guide and legal + technical 
checklists developed by ESCAP interim Intergovernmental 
Steering Group on Cross-Border Paperless Trade and 
UNNExT, in collaboration with UNCITRAL and WTO EIF

– readiness.digitalizetrade.org

State of play: Readiness assessments conducted in more 
than 18 countries

ESCAP (or partners) support provided at national level on 
request

– (1) funding for national legal/technical experts;
– (2) advisory and peer-review support to national team 

[by international experts]

New
WTO-ESCAP-

UNCITRAL 
Cross-Border 

Paperless Trade
Toolkit (2022)

http://www.readiness.digitalizetrade.org/
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Upcoming 

19 June
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Other upcoming ESCAP events

• UN/CEFACT Forum in Bangkok, co-hosted by ESCAP and ECE, 
2-6 October 2023

• Green Trade Facilitation Workshop, co-hosted by ESCAP, 
ADB and ROC-TF partners, 5 October 2023

• UNNExT Masteclass on Single Window and Paperless Trade 
Implementation in RoK, co-hosted by RoK Customs, WCO 
and ESCAP (date to be announced, 2023)  
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Online courses on trade 
facilitation (w/ free traceable certificates)

https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/e-learning-courses-trade-
policy-negotiation-and-facilitation

https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/e-learning-courses-trade-policy-negotiation-and-facilitation
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Thank you!
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UN Global Survey on Digital and 
Sustainable Trade Facilitation (TF)

Implementation data for:
• 50+ TF measures
• 140+ countries
• Since 2015
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WTO TFA-related measures 

Digital TF: paperless trade & 
cross-border paperless trade

3

Sustainable TF: for SMEs, for 
Agriculture, for women, trade finance

Trade facilitation during crisis 
and pandemic 

+

+

+



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.
UNTFSURVEY.ORG

Implementation of Trade Facilitation in Asia-
Pacific (46 countries)

Source: UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation (2021)
Note: ESCAP is still receiving feedback from some member countries on data 
validation. Therefore, the results may be further – probably slightly – revised in the 
final report to be issued in the coming months.


