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PHILIPPINES AGRICULTURAL TRADE 
EXPORTS IMPORTS



Mandates:

The National Plant Quarantine Services Division of the Bureau
of Plant Industry is the regulatory arm of the Philippine
Department of Agriculture when it comes to matters of
import, export, domestic movement as well as market
access of plants and plant products.

Import

Domestic

Export

Prevent the introduction of foreign/ exotic 
pests into the country

Prevent further spread of pests already 
existing in the country

Facilitate trade (export) of plant products 
by complying with the phytosanitary 
requirements of importing countries 

23 NPQS stations and 12 sub-stations with:

• 47 international and domestic airports

• 147 international and domestic seaports

• 76 sub-ports



PROCESS FLOW FOR THE ISSUANCE OF PHYTOSANITARY 
CERTIFICATE

Submit application 
form (BPI “Q” 
Form No. 10) 

PQO/PQI review 
and evaluate the 

application

Inspection

Treatment (if 
necessary)

Payment of fees

issue the approved PC 
(BPI “Q” Form No. 11)

Phytosanitary 

Certificate

No of phytosanitary Certificates issued
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

16,060 15,656 92,310 97,655 89,687



2018 The 3rd IPPC Global Symposium 
on ePhyto (Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia)





DA Trade System 
(electronic Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Import Clearance System)
• Implemented in 2010 DA Administrative Order No.09-2010 (Bureau of Plant 

Industry (BPI), Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI) and Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources (BFAR) – through third party service provider InterCommerce 
Network Services

• Online issuance of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Import Clearance (SPSIC), 
electronic Request for Inspection (eRFI) and receipt of ePhyto

• SPSIC is a document being issued prior to importation of plants, planting 
materials and plant products to ensure products meet requirements/ standards 
to protect human, plant life or health, products are safe for consumers and to 
prevent spread of pests and diseases. It also prescribes conditions to be 
complied with by the importer for the maintenance of quality  and suitability of 
the product for the intended purposes

Number of SPSICs issued
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

53,968 58,600 65,614 79,862 63,833



Summary of Benefits of Existing 
Automated Systems in BPI
1.  Automated SPS Import Clearance (SPS IC)

§ Improved enforcement of import quarantine procedures; Streamlined and transparent processes 
compliant with the Citizens’ Charter/ARTA on the approval of permits within 3 days, automated submission 
of permit data to the PH National Single Window (NSW); Easy retrieval records/data on importers, volume 
and sources of imported commodities; and Cost savings (e.g., elimination of BPI printing of SPS IC forms).

2.   eRequest for Inspection (eRFI) 

§ Establish database on actual import data and support documents; Alignment of BPI import data with 
Customs import data on plant and plant products; Facilitate scheduling, the conduct of inspection and the 
preparation of Quarantine Inspection Report, Cost savings.   

3.   Exchange of SPS/Phytosanitary Certificate (Receipt of ePhyto from DAFF AU)

§ Advanced receipt (prior to arrival of cargo) of the Phytosanitary Certificate direct from the NPPO, ie the 
Department of Agriculture as the issuing authority, serving as a deterrent to fraudulent Certification and 
misdeclaration/ misclassification of commodities; Advanced verification on the compliance of 
Phytosanitary Certificate to PH plant quarantine requirements, providing the opportunity to request for the 
replacement of said Phytosanitary Certificate before the arrival of cargo; facilitate the release of quarantine 
compliant cargo; reduction of food waste/loss resulting from the delayed release of cargo.



National ePhyto System launched last 18 June 2018 as the 
Highlight of the 40th Plant Quarantine Day

• The system can process application for inspection and phytosanitary 
certification online. However, PC is still being printed in accountable forms.

• Its enforcement was suspended due to the pandemic and to allow further 
enhancements to the system based on inputs from the Plant quarantine 
stations and stakeholders



Memorandum: 
Implementation of 

the Electronic 
Phytosanitary 

Certificate

Implemented on
19th October 2022











Exporter’s Dashboard



Philippines E-Phyto Exchange 



BPI-Customs ePhyto Portal

BPI Trade System

Argentina, Chile, 
Denmark, France, 
New Zealand, 
Samoa, Panama 
and United States



Country Date Started 
Receiving

2022 ePhyto 
Received

2023 ePhyto 
Received- As of 
August 29, 2023

Argentina May 2, 2022 728

Chile May 11, 2022 13

Denmark May 2, 2022 79 52

France May 2, 2022 89 60

Samoa June 11, 2022 2 1

Panama September 28, 2022 1 1

United States November 8, 2022 10 1800

India June 13, 2023 1214

Portugal June 16, 2023 4

Israel July 14, 2023 3

Nepal July 24, 2023 1



880 2110 3240 3707 2410
as of August 29, 

2023



Collaborative ePhyto Exchange
(PH and AU)

Import WorkflowExport Workflow

Issuing 
Authority

Import 
Quarantine 
Authority

Exporter Importer

Cert Approval
Process

3. Application
For ePhyto
Certificate

(w Permit Ref No)

5. Approved ePhyto
Certificate (P)

4. ePhyto Certificate)

4. Approved ePhytoCertificate (P) 6. Approved ePhyto 
Certificate with 
eRFI Application

1. SPS Import Clearance
Application

2. Approved SPS 
Import Clearance

Quarantine
Clearance
Process



e-PHYTO 
IMPLEMENTATION 
CHALLENGES



e-PHYTO 
IMPLEMENTATION 
CHALLENGES




