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WTO SPS Agreement

Right to protect
human, animal,

plant life or health

Obligation to avoid
unnecessary and
unjustified barriers
to trade
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Key principles

e SPS measures should inter alia be:
— non-discriminatory
— transparent
— not more trade-restrictive than necessary

— science-based (risk assessment)

e Harmonization —international standards

CODEX IPPC
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SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

STDF’s Global Partnership e

Goal: Increased capacity of developing countries to
implement international standards, and gain and
maintain market access

Coordination Funds for project
mechanism and development and
knowledge hub implementation
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Project Preparation Grants (PPGs)

Seed funding (up to $50,000)

* Develop SPS projects

* Apply capacity evaluation /
prioritization tools

e Assess feasibility

Value of PPGs to:

* Promote synergies with other
initiatives

* Mobilize resources
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Kyrgyzstan: supporting SPS compliance
to boost regional trade

 PPG requested by Association of Fruit
and Vegetable Enterprises (AFVE), with
Ministries of Agriculture/Economy

* |Improve food safety management
system — training to implement
international standards (Codex), EAEU
regulations on food safety and quality,
1ISO 22000, GAPs, GMPs, HACCP

e Support to food industry to export
fresh and processed fruit and
vegetables to regional markets

* Project on agenda STDF WG in Oct-18

http://standardsfacility.org/PPG-569
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Projects (PGs)

Focus on projects that:

identify, develop or
disseminate good practice

are replicable

include regional/global
approaches

are innovative, collaborative,
inter-disciplinary
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Tajikistan: improving food safety in honey
and apricots to boost exports

Expected results:

e Regulatory system for control
and use of agri-chemicals and
veterinary drugs in place

e Safe use of agrichemicals and
veterinary drugs, with focus on
apricots/honey

* Access to finance for SMEs in
compliance with SPS measures

* Increased linkages along the
sector value chain and export
markets

http://standardsfacility.org/PG-447
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Trade in food and agricultural products

e Trade costs in agriculture much
higher than manufacturing

* Qutdated border procedures and
red tape

* Performance gap between
health/SPS agencies and others

* Lower performing countries
— More physical inspection

— Longer import / export lead
times

30

Quality and Competence Ratings for
Border Agencies (bottom quintile only)

2010 2012 2014 2016

B Customs agencies M Quality/Standards Inspections agencies M Health/SPS agencies

Source: World Bank Logistics Performance Index
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STDF research in Southern Africa
and Southeast Asia

* How are SPS measures implemented in
practice for specific products (Annex C,
SPS Agreement - control, inspection and
approval procedures?

 QOpportunities to reduce trade costs,
while achieving appropriate level of
health protection?

* Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA)
opportunity to enhance dialogue and
leverage funds to improve SPS border
management
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Persistence of SPS-related procedural
obstacles to trade

Challenges

Complex and lengthy procedures
Excessive document requirements
Limited information

Multiple inspections

Little coordination between border
agencies

No complaints / appeal procedures
Arbitrariness, unpredictability

Consequences

More controls than
justifiable

Longer than necessary
waiting times
Uncertainty

Increased costs for
traders, sometimes also
for government
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Reducing trade costs, improving health protection
lessons from STDF work

e Leverage the TFA to push reform and mobilize
resources

IMPLEMENTING SPS MEASURES TO FACILITATE SAFE TRADE
e Streamline documentary requirements and control T T R I
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* Improve transparency on regulations, fees, etc.
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* Implement risk-based approaches

e Better coordination between SPS authorities and with
customs - joint inspections;

* Include SPS controls in single windows
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* Engage SPS authorities in NTFCs, TF needs assessments

e Move towards electronic SPS certification
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STDF Film: Safe Trade Solutions*

What are Chile, Peru and
Colombia doing to
improve health protection
and speed up trade?

* See: www.standardsfacility.org/video-qgallery and www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eww1MsewAOk
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-3yl FIND OUT MORE
<& . ABOUT STDF'S WORK

Find out more and AND GET INVOLVED

get involved

Access SPS information and tools at
www.standardsfacility.org

Use and share good practices developed
through STDF’s work

Browse SPS resources
inthe online Library

Capitalize on STDF’s network to extend
results and reach

Share experiences
and lessons at
STDF’s Working Group

Use STDF as a catalyst to leverage
support for SPS capacity building

Sign up for updates through
STDF’s e-news

d View good practice films on
STDF'’s YouTube channel

STDFSecretariat@wto.org
Melvin.Spreij@wto.org 7| YRE&S Youlube
www.standardsfacility.org " =i




