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Investing in women: 
ADB’s support to Women’s Entrepreneurship

• Fostering gender-responsive entrepreneurship ecosystems

• Expanding gender lens investing

• Supporting gender-responsive policy frameworks

• Promoting workplace gender equality

• Strengthening data to build business case
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Access to Finance

• Setting gender targets in MSME onlending
• Dedicated credit lines for WSMEs
• Working with FIs on gender-responsive financial 

products & services
• Blended finance, gender bonds
• Digital technologies for women

See: Asian Development Bank | Women 
Entrepreneurs Finance Initiative (we-fi.org)

https://we-fi.org/implementing-partners/adb/
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Policy Development

• Sex-disaggregated financial data

• Definition of women-owned business

• Markets: trade, procurement

• Fiscal reforms/ streamlining business processes

• WSME Action Plans/Strategies/Taskforces

See: Economic Empowerment of Women » Pacific 
Private Sector Development Initiative 
(pacificpsdi.org)

https://www.pacificpsdi.org/what-we-do/economic-empowerment-of-women/


INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and s taff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

Skills Development

• Financial literacy 
• Business planning
• Business accelerators
• Digital tools/online 

platforms

See: Women’s Finance Exchange | Asian 
Development Bank (adb.org)

https://www.adb.org/news/videos/women-s-finance-exchange
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COVID-19 Relief for Women-
led SMEs

• $5 million grant (Women Entrepreneurs Finance Initiative 
(We-Fi) to restructure existing or extend new loans to at 
least 500 women-led small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) over the next 2 years.

• Complemented by specialized business counseling 
program

• Entrepreneurship ecosystem approach drawing on ADB 
track record on women's entrepreneurship (includes 
policy support, gender assessments of banks, randomized 
control trials.
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• Empowering Women Entrepreneurs in Sri Lanka –
Pradeepa Nilanthi’s story – YouTube

• Women Entrepreneurs in Sri Lanka: Addressing a missed 
business opportunity | Savindi Jayakody - Talk – YouTube
• Empowering Women Entrepreneurs in Sri Lanka –
Ruchirani Munasinghe’s story – YouTube

• Women Entrepreneurs Are Agents of Growth in 
Armenia's SME Sector | Asian Development Bank (adb.org)
• Integrated Approach for Inclusive Micro, Small and 
Medium-Sized Enterprise Development | Development Asia

• Sustainable Recovery Options for Mongolia’s Micro, 
Small, and Medium-Sized Enterprises | Asian Development 
Bank (adb.org)

Multimedia Resources

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gpf4S9u8c0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJVNMvww5gY&t=15s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EjF6918voq4
https://www.adb.org/news/videos/women-entrepreneurs-are-agents-growth-armenias-sme-sector
https://development.asia/case-study/integrated-approach-inclusive-micro-small-and-medium-sized-enterprise-development
https://www.adb.org/publications/msmes-informal-sector-mongolia-covid-19-impacts

