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01 Policy Objectives

Digital 
Economy 

Objectives 

Stimulate 
growth 

Raise 
productivity

Create jobs

Formalize the 
economy

Boost 
innovation

Improve 
service delivery 

Reduce 
corruption 

Increase safety 
and trust

Foster national 
champions

Industrial 
policy 

Attract foreign 
investment

Economic 
diversity 

Digital 
Trade Goals

Improve 
transparency 

Improve 
efficiency

Lower trade 
costs

Eliminate 
transport costs

Facilitate SME 
participation

Beat economic 
geography 

Lower entry 
barriers

Increase 
confidence 

Boost digital 
uptake 

Bridge the 
digital divide

Promote 
inclusion

Promote 
creativity
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The 

Moratorium
CPTPP RCEP
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Data Flows

CPTPP
RCEP
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Data Flows

An example of a restriction on 
cross border data flows
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Data Localization
CPTPP RCEP
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Data Localization

PayPal refuses to comply with an order to localize all Turkish client data in 
Turkey and has its bank license withdrawn.
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Source Code
CPTPP USMCA
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Other Measures

Fiscal Restrictions
Establishment 

Restrictions
Restrictions on Data Trading Restrictions

Tariffs

Trade Defense

Taxation

Subsidies

Public Procurement

Investment Restrictions

IP Rights

Competition Policy 

Business mobility

Content Access

Intermediate Liability QRs on Trading

Standards

Online Sales and 
Transactions
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Even small 

tariffs impose 

a burden.

Tariffs

01

Mostly anti-

dumping 

duties

Trade 
Defense

02

Preferential 

tax regimes 

and LCRs

Taxation

03

Particularly in 

the area of 

export 

finance

Subsidies

04

Domestically

supplied 

digital goods 

and services 

Public 
Procurement

05

Fiscal 

Restrictions
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Establishment 

Restrictions

Investment 

screening 

procedures.

Investment 

Restrictions

01

Discriminatory 

patent 

regimes

IP Rights

02

Particularly in 

the telecoms 

sector

Competition 

Policy

03

Quotas and 

labor market 

tests

Business 

Mobility

04
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Restrictions on 

Data

Safe harbor, 

and “notice-

and-takedown” 

regimes.

Intermediate 

Liability

01

Discriminatory 

restrictions on 

access to 

content

Content 

Access 

02
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Import bans 

and non-

automatic 

import 

licensing

QRs on 
Trading

01

Duplicative 

national 

standards

Standards

02

This slide is 

100% 

editable. 

Adapt it to 

your needs 

and capture 

your 

audience's 

attention.

Online Sales & 
Transactions

03

Trading Restrictions
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Non-

Discriminatory
Open Interoperable Minimally Trade-

Restrictive

Net Neutrality

Competition

Privacy protection

Digital literacy

Freedom of expression

Multistakeholder approach

Cybersecurity

Access and affordability

Accountability and 

transparency

International cooperation

Harmonization of rules and 

regulations

Data flow and localization 

policies

Digital identity and trust

Consistency in consumer 

protection rules 

Harmonize and simplify 

tax rules

Strengthen and harmonize 

intellectual property rights

Cross-border cooperation

Equal treatment

Market access

Non-discriminatory 

taxation

Public procurement

Inclusivity and digital 

divide

Multilateral agreements

Capacity building

Necessity and 

proportionality

Transparency

Alignment with international 

standards

Regulatory impact 

assessment

Comment and notice 

procedures

Periodic review



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

National Training Workshop on Preparing Negotiations Almaty, May 2023

03Best Practice

National Training Workshop on Preparing Negotiations Almaty, May 2023



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

National Training Workshop on Preparing Negotiations Almaty, May 2023

03 Best Practice

National Training Workshop on Preparing Negotiations Almaty, May 2023



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

National Training Workshop on Preparing Negotiations Almaty, May 2023

03Best Practice

National Training Workshop on Preparing Negotiations Almaty, May 2023



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

National Training Workshop on Preparing Negotiations Almaty, May 2023

03Best Practice

National Training Workshop on Preparing Negotiations Almaty, May 2023



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

Overview 

01

Recap Policy 

Objectives

02

Reality Check

03

Best Practice

04

Summing Up



INTERNAL. This information is accessible to ADB Management and staff. It may be shared outside ADB with appropriate permission.

National Training Workshop on Preparing Negotiations Almaty, May 2023

07 Summing-Up

The digital economy is rapidly just becoming “the economy” so that any regulatory 

interventions are likely to have far-reaching and often unanticipated consequences. 

Governments have a right to regulate this important sector and to do so in a way that 

furthers their many-faceted policy objectives.  

Regulating the digital economy should ideally follow best practices but only to the extent these 

align with domestic political and policy priorities.

When regulating the digital economy, governments and policymakers are ultimately and 

primarily accountable only to their own citizens and people. 

01

02

03

04
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