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Managing Education Reforms in Countries in Transition 
 
 

A policy conference supported by the Asian Development Bank under 
 

Technical Assistance for Subregional Cooperation in Managing Education Reforms 
 

 
Date / Location:   Thursday 16 and Friday 17 October 2002       
    Pinara Hotel, Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic 
 
Organizers:    Asian Development Bank  
    Schlumberger Sema, Belgium 
    Kosia Smeda, Azerbaijan 
        Soros Foundation, Kazakhstan 

Corporate Technologies Centre (CTC), Kyrgyz Republic 
MCS, Mongolia  
Open Society Institute, Tajikistan 
Incon-Presta, Uzbekistan 
 

PARTICIPANTS (PRELIMINARY LIST):   
 
Azerbaijan Government delegation, Open Society Institute, Tahsil Society, IREX, 

TACIS, ACCELS, The World Bank, Kosia-Smeda (national support 
organization). 
 

Kazakhstan Government delegation, Center for Civic Education, Public Union of 
Authors and Users of Textbooks, Association of Accredited Institutes, 
Association of Initiative Schools, USAID, UNICEF, UNESCO, The World 
Bank, Soros Foundation (national support organization). 
 

Kyrgyz 
Republic 

Government delegation, Education Commission of Parliament, Straw Poll 
Center, National Research Center, Ilim Bulagy, ACCELS, Save the 
Children, UNICEF, CTC (national support organization). 
 

Mongolia Government delegation, Social Standing Committee of Parliament, 
Education Development Institute, Center for Continuing Education, Open 
Society Institute, UNICEF, JICA, MCS (national support organization). 
 

Tajikistan Government delegation, Trade Union, Aga Khan Foundation, Save the 
Children, Aga Khan Development Network, Open Society Institute (national 
support organization). 
 

Uzbekistan Government delegation, USTOZ Foundation, Makhalla Foundation, Soros 
Foundation, TACIS, USAID, ACCELS, British Council, Incon-Presta 
(national support organization). 
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TENTATIVE AGENDA  
 
 
Day 1: Wednesday, 16 October 2002 
 
• 8:00-9:00  Registration of participants, distribution of conference materials 
 
• 9:00-9:30  Plenary session I : Opening remarks 
Addresses by  
- Ms Ishengul Boljurova, Minister of Education and Culture, Kyrgyz Republic 
- Mr William Fraser, Senior Director, Social Sectors Division, East and Central Asia 

Department, Asian Development Bank 
 
• 9:30-10:00  Plenary session II: Why we are here 
Discussants: Mr. Marc Cohen, Asian Development Bank, Mr. Malcolm Mercer, resource person 
 
• 10:00-10:30 Coffee Break 
 
• 10:30-12:30 Plenary session III: Achievements and remaining challenges in 

reforming education 
Addresses by the heads of country delegations 
- Azerbaijan 
- Kazakhstan 
- Kyrgyz Republic 
- Mongolia 
- Tajikistan 
- Uzbekistan 
 
• 12:30-14:00 Lunch break 
 
• 14:00-14:30 Plenary session IV: Introduction to the technical working group (TWGs) 

sessions 
Discussants: resource persons 
 
• 14:30-15:00 Constitution of TWGs and coffee break 
 
• 15:00-17:30 Group session I: success stories and best practices in education 

reforms / priority areas for education cooperation 
Brainstorming sessions of the TWGs: 
- Group 1: improving the quality and relevance of education 
- Group 2: promoting equitable access to education 
- Group 3: financing education reforms  
- Group 4: modernizing the governance and management of education 
 
• 17:30-18:30 Conference Organization Committee Meeting 
Meeting of the Committee (comprised of ADB, national support organizatons, and secretaries of 
the four Technical Working Groups) to discuss conference outputs 
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Day 2: Thursday, 17 October 2002 
 
• 8:30-9:00  Plenary session V: Introduction to the day 
Discussants: resource persons 
 
• 9:00-12:30 Group session II: proposals for subregional cooperation initiatives in 

education 
Brainstorming sessions of the TWGs: 
- Group 1: improving the quality and relevance of education 
- Group 2: promoting equitable access to education 
- Group 3: financing education reforms  
- Group 4: modernizing the governance and management of education 
 
• 12:30-14:00 Lunch break 
 
• 14:00-15:30 Plenary session VI: Presentation of TWGs findings 
Speakers: Secretaries of the TWGs 
- Group 1: improving the quality and relevance of education 
- Group 2: promoting equitable access to education 
- Group 3: financing education reforms  
- Group 4: modernizing the governance and management of education 
 
• 15:30-16:00 Coffee break 
 
• 16:00-16:30 Plenary session VII: Next steps 
Facilitators: resource persons 
 
• 16:30-17:00 Closing remarks 
Speakers: heads of delegation 
 
• 17:30-18:30 Conference Organization Committee Meeting 
Meeting of the Committee (comprised of ADB, national support organizaton, and secretaries of 
the four Technical Working Groups) to discuss conference outputs 
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CONTACTS OF CONFERENCE PARTNERS 
 
 
Venue:   Pinara Hotel  
    Bishkek, Prospect Mira 93,      
    Tel: +996 (312) 510 143 / 510 144 / 510 145 
    Fax: +996 (312) 542 408 / 542 365 / 542 404 
    e-mail: pinara@elcat.kg  
    web site:www.pinara.com.kg 
 
 
Logistical support:   Corporate Technologies Centre 

Nazar Chokubaev (nchokubaev@ctc.kg) 
Head of Health, Education and Social Development Department 
Bishkek, South Gate Business Centre, 28A, 8 District, 8th floor  
Tel: + (996 312) 512 300 
Fax: + (996 312) 512 302 

 
 
Organizational 
support:      Schlumberger Sema Belgium 

Eric Tourres (eric.tourres@brussels.sema.slb.com) 
International Business Manager 
96 Rue de Stalle, 1180 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32-(0)2-333-52-26 
Fax: +32-(0)2-333-55-85 

 
Ariane Matalon (amatalon@kameleons.org or amatalon@hotmail.com)  

        80 rue de Vaugirard, 75006 Paris, France 
Tel: +33-1-42 22 93 30 
Fax: +33-1-42 22 85 16 

 
 
Co-ordination:    Asian Development Bank 

Marc Cohen (mcohen@adb.org) 
Senior Education Specialist, ECSS/ECRD 
6 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila, Philippines 
Tel: + (632) 632 59 63 
Fax: + (632) 636 24 07  
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Country Liaison / National Support Organizations:   
 
Azerbaijan:      Kosia Smeda  

Elyas Bakeer-Zadeh (elyas@kosia-smeda.com) 
Public Relations Manager 

    10\85, S.Askerova St., 370002 Baku 
    Tel: + (994-12) 95 78 32 
    Fax: + (994-12) 97 32 68 
 
Kazakhstan:      Soros Foundation  

Saule Kalikova (skalik@soros.kz) 
Director of Education Program 
Furmanov st. 117-20, Almaty 480020 
Tel: +7 (3272) 50 38 11 
Fax: +7 (3272) 50 38 14 

 
Kyrgyz Republic:    Corporate Technologies Centre 

Nazar Chokubaev (nchokubaev@ctc.kg) 
Head of Social Sectors Department 
Bishkek, South Gate Business Centre, 28A, 8 District, 8th floor  
Tel: + (996 312) 512 300 
Fax: + (996 312) 512 302 

 
Mongolia:      MCS 

Jargalmaa Tsendjavyn (jargalmaa66@hotmail.com) 
International Project Department 
Room 407, MCS Plaza, 4 Natsagdorj sr., Ulanbaatar, 210644  
Tel: + (976 11) 312 625 
Fax: + (976 11) 312 175 

 
Tajikistan:     Open Society 

Jamilya Kholova (jamila@osi.tajik.net) 
Program Coordinator 
59 Tostoi Street, Dushanbe 
Tel: + (992 372) 211 958 
Fax: + (992 372) 510 142 

 
Uzbekistan:     INCON PRESTA 

Zulfiya Tukhtakhodjaeva (zulfiya@pubadmin.bcc.com.uz) 
Director  
34/52 Usman Nosir St., 700070 Tashkent 
Tel: + (998 71) 185 71 25 
Fax: + (998 71) 152 67 27 
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