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⚫In November 2012, the RCEP

negotiations were officially

launched by ASEAN Member

States as well as its 6 FTA

partners: Australia, China,

India, Japan, Korea, and New

Zealand.
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⚫ 15 participating countries signed 

the RCEP agreement on 15 

November 2020.

⚫ RCEP agreement entered into 

force on 1 January 2022.



The RCEP agreement is a modern, 
comprehensive, high-quality and mutually 
beneficial agreement

⚫ Providing market 
access to key 
economies in the 
region

⚫ Streamlining rules 

and disciplines

⚫ Maintaining an 
open 
mechanism,  
interested 
economies can 
accede to RCEP
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• “The entry into force of 

the agreement is a 

manifestation of the 

region’s resolve to 

keep markets open; 

strengthen regional 

economic integration; 

support an open, free, 

fair, inclusive, and 

rules-based multilateral 

trading system; and, 

ultimately, contribute 

to global post-

pandemic recovery 

efforts.”

Source: official website of the ASEAN 

(https://asean.org/)



ASEAN centrality
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*This is an excerpt of the Guiding 

Principles and Objectives for 

Negotiating the RCEP, endorsed 

by the leaders during the 21st 

ASEAN Summit held in Phnom 

Penh on 18 Nov 2012.

ASEAN 

centrality is a 

very important 

force driving 

the success of 

RCEP



Taking a lot of 

determination, 

creative thinking 

for landing zones, 

and readiness and 

willingness to 

exercise flexibility 

and compromise, 

for achieving the 

conclusion of the 

negotiations and 

signing of the 

agreement
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Participating 

countries have 

diverse levels of 

development, 

and they had 

different areas 

of interests and 

sensitivities

• Pressure from global 

uncertainties 

• Spirit of openness and 

inclusiveness

• Joint and persistent 

efforts



.
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Experiences of China 

in furthering the 

implementation of the 

RCEP agreement

⚫ Issued Guidelines on 
Furthering RCEP 
Implementation, to guide 
local government, industry 
and enterprises to better 
seize the opportunities 
brought by RCEP

*The guide is in Chinese and has been published on 

the official website of MOFOM.
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⚫ Organized 13 

nationwide RCEP 

training sessions, and 

more than 400 

thousand trainees 

from enterprises 

have participated
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⚫ Built an online 

platform 

(http://fta.mofcom.gov.cn/) 

for facilitating 

enterprises’ 

utilisation of FTAs 

including RCEP

*The website is in Chinese, and mainly  provides services for Chinese enterprises.
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⚫ Sharing experiences 

and learn from 

other RCEP 

participating 

countries to better 

implement RCEP

*China has hosted the Forum on RCEP and Higher-level Opening-up during the 5th 

International Import Expo in Shanghai on 5 Nov 2022.
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