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What’s eTrade for all (eT4A) ?

Context:
Harnessing developing gains from e-commerce requires 
a holistic approach as well as a stronger private-public 
policy dialogue. The eTrade for all initiative aims at 
addressing existing knowledge gaps and maximizing 
synergies with partners.

eTrade for all online platform (etradeforall.org)
The eTrade for all initiative is a unique partnership that 
serves as
• global helpdesk for information
• catalyzer of partnerships



35 eT4a partners
Connecting the dots between:

all the info...
in one place!

principal private-sector 
counterpart:



etradeforall.org - information hub

ENGLISH FRENCH SPANISH

Multilingual site



Policy Areas Covered

34 Published 
Development 
Solutions

18 Members with 
Development 
Solutions

Multiple 
partnerships

Development Solutions
• Beneficiaries can get in touch directly with the eTrade

for all program owners – no intermediaries needed
• Additional channel to explore cooperation opportunities 

or learn more about partners' respective activities
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Technical assistance
Strengthening the readiness of countries to 
engage in the digital economy

§ eT Readies – Implementation support mechanism
§ E-Commerce strategies and Action Plans
§ E-Commerce and Law Reform
§ Measuring e-commerce and the digital economy
§ eTrade for Women



eTrade Readiness Assessments 

It’s a policy tool that helps governments of developing countries identify opportunities as well as barriers to the development of
e-commerce and consider policy solutions to drive digital transformation and e-commerce development under seven pillars.
These include e-commerce strategy development, information and communications technology (ICT) infrastructure, payment
solutions, trade facilitation and logistics, legal and regulatory frameworks, skills development and access to finance.
Each assessment also tackles challenges related to gender equity, people in vulnerable situations and e-commerce measurement.

• They are a policy tool
• for governments of developing countries to identify opportunities as well as

barriers to the development of e-commerce and consider policy solutions to
drive digital transformation and e-commerce development under seven
pillars.

• for development partners to better coordinate their assistance and build
coalitions to contribute to the implementation of the recommendations

• These include: e-commerce strategy development, information and
communications technology (ICT) infrastructure, payment solutions, trade
facilitation and logistics, legal and regulatory frameworks, skills development and
access to finance.

• Each assessment also tackles challenges related to gender equity, people in
vulnerable situations and e-commerce measurement.



eTrade Readiness Assessments

o Ongoing: 
o ECOWAS (funded by the 

Netherlands)
o Mongolia (co-funded by the 

Republic of Korea and the 
EBRD), Peru (funded by SECO)

o Upcoming:
o Mauritania (with GIZ)
o Algeria (with GIZ)
o Zimbabwe (Republic of Korea)
o Trinidad and Tobago (self-

funded)
o Implementation Support 

Mechanism
o Enhanced collaboration with eT4a 

partners and UNRCOs



Implementation Support 
Mechanism (ISM)

• In-country stakeholders’ 
engagement led by the 
FPs

• Implementation gaps are 
assessed 

• Priorities identified and 
recorded mainly via the IR 
questionnaire

Implementation 
Review

• Follow-up actions 
explored (eg Action 
Plans)

• Beneficiary countries 
agree on priority 
request sent to UNCTAD

Request for 
assistance

• UNCTAD and/or other 
development 
partners’ solutions 
identified

• Matchmaking 
support organized

Implementation support 
mobilized

UNCTAD ECDE 
solutions

Other UNCTAD support 

eTrade for all

In-country partners 
(UN RCs, UNCTs, 

others)
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Capacity development and advisory support – Connecting the dots – Learning and experience sharing  - Communication 



Thank you !
Questions?

cecile.barayre@unctad.org


