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Trade, Tourism, &  Economic 
Corridors Cluster

Economic & Financial 
Stability Cluster

Infrastructure & Economic 
Connectivity Cluster

Agriculture & Water 

Cluster

Human Development 
Cluster

ICT cuts across all 
clusters

CAREC 2030



Rationale

CAREC countries are not well 
integrated in the global economy

Poor Market 

Access
Limited Economic 

Diversification
Weak Institutions 

For Trade

Trade Barriers

High Trade Costs

Financing 

Gaps

Inability To Participate 

In Global & Regional 

Value Chains

Uncoordinated 

Sectoral Policies And 

Priorities

Weakly Informed 

Policy-making 

Negotiations

Impaired Growth 

Potential

Poverty Pockets / General 

Lower Living Standards
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-8.2% trade 
growth

0.8 global 
divergence

0.7% global 
trade share

10.8% services 
trade/GDP

* Data excludes PRC. 



TRADE EXPANSION 
FROM INCREASED 
MARKET ACCESS

CAREC COUNTRIES ARE MORE 
INTEGRATED IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY

GREATER 
DIVERSIFICATION

STRONGER 
INSTITUTIONS FOR 
TRADE

LOWER TRADE COSTS

FREER TRADE

 Key tariff liberalized
 Non-tariff barriers 

eliminated
 Unfair trade policies 

reduced

 Efficient procedures at the 

border and behind the 

border

 Improved logistics services

 Enhanced transit system

LINKAGES WITH GLOBAL & 
REGIONAL VALUE CHAINS

ADEQUATE FINANCING

 Improved access to 

trade finance

 Consistent and open 

FDI policies

 Developed domestic 

financial markets

 Skills supply & demand matched

 Adoptability to innovation 

measures

 Developed business 

development and support 

services

EVIDENCE-BASED POLICY-
MAKING & NEGOTIATIONS

COORDINATED SECTORAL 
POLICIES AND PRIORITIES

 Collaborative policy formulation 

and implementation

 Aligned national and regional 

planning

 Regulatory convergence in the 

region

 Improved data collection and 

cross-country analysis

 Enhanced policy analysis and 

negotiation skills

 Increased think tank and 

private sector participation

A B C

Investment Projects Knowledge Sharing & 

Capacity Building
Policy Dialogue & 

Cooperation

Research & Analytical 

Support
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CAREC Integrated Trade Agenda 2030



 Phased and incremental through Rolling Strategic 
Action Plan 2018 – 2020

 Investment projects, policy dialogue and 
coordination, knowledge products and services 
that are:

 Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic and 
Timely projects

 flexible

 pragmatic

 maintaining relevance
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Implementation approach 



Institutional structure

 Regional Trade Group (RTG) to develop and 

monitor implementation of the agenda, provide 

high-level dialogue and cross-learning 

opportunities

 Customs Cooperation Committee and CAREC 

Federation of Carrier and Forwarder Associations 

(CFCFA)

 Ad-hoc working groups
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