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Tourism and Urban Development

• Unlock the economic potential of Almaty and 
Bishkek 

• Spatial integration of cities with their hinterland
• Improve mobility between the two cities
• Attract and retain highly skilled labor
• Improve quality of life / livability /urban services
• Develop skills for inclusive economic growth
• Enhance bilateral cooperation

Common development framework
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1.  Economy  Competitiveness

2.  Environment  Sustainability

3.  Equity  Inclusiveness

Livable Cities Framework
• Competitive Cities

– Economic clusters

– SME development

– Livelihoods

• Green Resilient Cities

– Mitigation and 
adaptation

– Infrastructure

– Energy efficiency

– Sustainable transport

– quality of life

• Inclusive Cities

– urban-rural linkages

– Informal settlement 
upgrading

– community driven 
development

– Accessibility
Smart Cities  Information, Communication, 
Technology Platform for smart solutions

Scalable and Flexible 

Livable Cities System

Source: S. Sandhu, R. Naik Singru, J. Bachmann, Vaideeswaran S., P. Arnoux. 2016. GrEEEn Solutions for Livable Cities. Manila: ADB.
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Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle
• Melaka, Malaysia - Green City Action Plan and Investment Plan

• Key Performance Indicators - PINTAR model 

– decision-support system with baseline data

• GHG inventory 

– ICLEI Heat+ model.

• Retrofitting government Buildings 

– Energy Efficiency with an ESCO

• Capacity building and partnerships

– IHS Netherlands

– Cities of Yokohama and Kitakyushu

• PPP for energy efficient road lighting project

– reduce GHG emissions intensity by 40% by 2020

Tourism based on city’s unique assets

Source: S. Sandhu, R. Naik Singru, J. Bachmann, Vaideeswaran S., P. Arnoux. 2016. GrEEEn Solutions for Livable Cities. Manila: ADB.

• Protecting assets and environment

• Niche Tourism – heritage circuits, eco-tourism, 
educational cluster

• Branding and Marketing

• Citizen awareness and capacity development
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Tourism Development Priorities
• ABEC Tourism branding and management - Silk Road,

nature trails, mountain circuits, cultural circuits

• Upgrade tourism infrastructure and services

• Easy connectivity and mobility across ABEC

• Improve Border control process

• Common safety and security standards; disaster
preparedness

• Awareness raising, Training and skills development to
ensure inclusive economic growth

NAME DESCRIPTION TYPE YEAR

14 Issyk-Kul Sustainable 
Development Project Phase II and 
III

Improve wastewater 
management to
facilitate expansion of 
tourism infrastructure

Technical Assistance 
(TA) and Investment 
Project

2017 -
2022

15 Tourist Pass  
- Improvement of Border Control 
Efficiency 

Harmonized and 
coordinated introduction of
electronic border 
processes

TA and Investment 
Project

2017 -
2020

16 Branding and Destination
Management

Tourism brand for ABEC 
region - silk road, mountain 
tourism, and
Issyk-Kul

TA and Investment 
Project

2018

17 Mountain Tourism Development Joint circuit, safety 
standards and rescue 
facilities

TA and Investment 
Project

2019

18 Almaty Issyk-Kul
Toll Road PPP

Construction of Road TA and Investment 
Project

2018

Proposed projects 
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NAME DESCRIPTION TYPE YEAR

19 Tourism data
collection

Harmonize statistical standards for 
tourism data collection; improved sharing 
of statistics

Studies and formal 
agreement

2018

20 Secondary Cities
Project

Improve service provision in secondary 
cities and
explore their comparative advantage in 
services,
production and tourism.

TA and Investment 
Project

2019

21 Sustainable
Urban Transport

Integrated public transport and land use 
planning 

TA and Investment 
Project

2020

22 Raised Urban Disaster
Preparedness and Response

Disaster response infrastructure, 
standards and
Information portal.

TA and Investment 
Project

2019

23 Tian Shan Transit Improving Accessibility for a transnational 
tourism circuit and employment 
generation

TA and Investment 
Project

2018

24 Protecting Green Gold Ecotourism in protected areas support 
economic development in surrounding 
communities

TA and Investment 
Project

2019

Localizing 
Sustainable Development Goals

Source: S. Sandhu, R. Naik Singru, J. Bachmann, Vaideeswaran S., P. Arnoux. 2016. GrEEEn Solutions for Livable Cities. Manila: ADB


