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CAREC	2030:	Objectives	 for	Agriculture	and	Trade

• Support	alignment	of	sanitary	and	phytosanitary	
measures	with	international	standards	to	promote	
regional	trade	in	agriculture.

• Build	capacity	on	product	quality,	diversity	and	
shipment	linkages.

• Provide	support	to	control	transboundary	animal	diseases

• Develop	a	CAREC	food	safety	network	and	a	common	quality	control	
system	to	broaden	access	to	export	markets



International	Trade	in	Agrifood

• International	 food	trade	is	a	 US$1.3	trillion	a	year	industry,	with	billions	
of	tonnes	of	food	produced,	marketed	and	transported	

• Trade	in	high-value	products	—fruits,	vegetables,	meat,	and	dairy—
increased	 the	highest	among	food	products.	

• Expansion	of	Agrifood trade	brought	high-profile	 food	safety	scares	

• International	 trade	in	food	products	is	regulated	with	ever	more	
stringent	requirements

• Key	hurdle	for	central	Asian	countries	 to	increase	exports	 is	slow	
adoption	of	internationally	food	safety	standards.	



Cost	of	Food	Safety
• 600	million	foodborne	illnesses	occurred	in	2010,	which	led	to	420,000	deaths	

(WHO).

• Annual	costs	of	food	safety	problems:	medical	treatment,	lost	productivity	and	

illness-related	mortality estimated	at	$55.5	billion	in	USA	.

• Cost	of	product	recalls	to	food	businesses:

• Direct	cost	estimated	 at	$100	million	for	a	single	company.

• Indirect	cost	related	to	litigation,	decline	 in	stocks	value,	loss	of	sales	and	fines.

• Reputational	risks	for	countries	and	companies,	 for	months	and	years	to	come.



Food	Safety	is	Personal	



WTO	Sanitary	and	Phytosanitary	
Measures	





Why	Develop	a	Food	Safety	Network	for	CAREC?	
• Food	supply	chains	cross	multiple	national	
borders,	good	collaboration	between	
governments,	producers	and	consumers	is	
imperative.
• One-stop	source	of	knowledge	for	CAREC	
countries	to	access	information	and	resources
• Create	a	trusted	environment	to	enhance	trade	
within	CAREC	countries	and	beyond
• Some	CAREC	countries	represented	in	
inappropriate	groupings	(i.e.,	Europe)			
• Similar	eco-systems,	small	economy		and	
capacity	constrains	



Established	Regional	Food	Safety	Networks

• European	Food	Safety	
Authority	(EFSA)
• ASEAN	Regional	Food	Safety	
Framework
• African	Food	Safety	Network	
(AFoSaN)
• Latin	American	food	analysis	
laboratory	network	(RILAA)



Benefits	of	Regional	Networks	
üSharing	experience	and	expertise	in	food	safety	risk	analysis (e.g.	
European	Food	Safety	Authority).	

üSharing	Laboratory	expertise	(e.g.,		EU,	Latin	America,	African	Food	
Safety	Network),	Reference	Laboratories	(e.g.,		EU),	Laboratory	
accreditation	experience	(e.g.,	ASEAN,	Latin	America).

üHarmonising	food	safety	laws	and	regulations with	WTO	SPS	
requirements	and	Codex	guidelines	(e.g.,	EU,	ASEAN)	to	remove	
technical	barriers	to	trade

üAlerting	members	to	common	food	safety	problems	and	developing	
collaborative	preventative	approach	(e.g.,	EU,	ASEAN).

üCoordinating	regional	positions	and	active	participation	in	SPS	
standard	setting	bodies	like	Codex,	OIE	and	IPPC.



CAREC	Food	Safety	Network	Could	Include

• Regional	Resources	to	support	CAREC	bodies	for	accreditation,	
certification,	reference	laboratories,	food	analysis	method	development,	
inter-laboratory	performance	testing	and	validation.
• Link	to	global	food	safety	networks	 i.e.,	FAO/WHO	JEMRA,	 JECFA	and	JMPR	
reports,	FAO,	WHO	publications		
• CAREC	Food	Safety	Risk	Analysis	body or	Regional	Expert	group	to	work	on	
Regional	risk	assessments,	developing	risk	profile,	risk	ranking,	work	with	
Codex	for	regional	issues	etc.

• Regional	Food	Safety	international	regulations	
database
• Food	Safety	Network via	development	of	portal	for	
sharing	information	(news,	case	studies)	and	
experts,	posting	training	materials,	online	courses.





Regional	Codex	Committees

• Some	food	products	are	of	regional	interest,	Codex	Global	may	not	be	
able	to	set	standards	for	these.

• CAREC	countries	are	represented	in	Regional	Codex	Committees
• CCEURO- Regional	standard	for	Chanterelle;	
• CCASIA- Regional	standard	for	Tempeh;	

• CAREC	Food	Safety	Netwrok- develop	regional	standard	
• Fermented	 cheese	balls	– Kurut
• Regional	Dairy	products
• Native	dry	fruits	and	nuts	



CAREC	Food	Safety	Network:	
Regional	Food	Safety	Risk	Analysis
• Establish	Regional	Expert	group to	perform	risk	ranking,	prioritise
food	safety	issues,	develop	risk	profiles,	perform	risk	assessments.
• Develop	coordinated	response	in	standard	setting	bodies,	Codex,	OIE	
and	IPPC.	Could	start	with	formation	of	Regional	Working	Group	that	
will	develop	coordinated	positions	for	forthcoming	meetings	of	Codex	
Committees.
• Develop	regional	standards	in	Regional	Codex Committee.
• Establish	Regional	Reference	Laboratories,	Regional	accreditation	
bodies.



Food	Safety	Network:	a	Portal

www.carecfoodsafety.com



Next	Steps

ØIdentify	host	country	and	agency	to	
lead	the	CAREC	Food	Safety	
Network

ØIdentify	national	Focal	
Point/Agency	in	each	CAREC	
member	country	



THANK	YOU


