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HOW is Authorized Economic Operator defined?

“a party involved in the international movement of goods in 

whatever function that has been approved by or on behalf of 

a national customs administration as complying with WCO or 

equivalent supply chain security standards.”

<* WCO SAFE Framework of Standards>

AEO



WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement

contains provisions for expediting the

movement, for effective cooperation between customs authorities, and for technical

assistance and capacity building. (adopted in Nov 27, 2014)

Section I

Article 7.7   

Trade Facilitation Measures

For Authorized Operators



A WAY FORWARD

•Category A: by the time the Agreement enters into force 

•Category B: after a transitional period following the  entry into force

•Category C: on a date after a transitional period following the entry into 

force, and requiring the acquisition of 

assistance and support for capacity building. 

“Each Member  shall provide additional trade facilitation 

measures related to importer, export or transit formalities 

and procedures……..to authorized operators(Article 7.7 of 

TFA)





Korean AEO program trajectory



Who joins AEO program?

① Exporter   

② Importer  

③ Customs broker 

④ Freight forwarder

⑤ Transporter (Bonded transporter)  

⑥ Sea carrier  

⑦ Air carrier

⑧ Cargo handler  

⑨ Warehouse operator

9 types of entities 

that cover whole supply 

chain

Types of Entities



Who joins AEO program?

Year Exporter Importer Broker Forwarder Carrier* Warehouse* Total

2009 5 5 1 4 3 3 21

2010 27 28 11 4 3 1 74

2011 31 35 15 15 3 5 104

2012 31 34 35 49 11 7 167

2013 33 20 24 65 11 14 167

2014 27 8 9 30 9 8 91

2015 57 8 7 20 1 11 104

2016 50 11 8 14 1 3 87

2017 31 5 12 10 1 2 61

Total 292 154 122 211 43 54 876

* Carrier : Sea carrier, Air carrier and Bonded transporter

** Warehouse : Warehouse operator, Cargo handler



WHO joins AEO program?



WHY Korean AEO program achieved success? 





Mutual Recognition & Benefits

Mutual Recognition

Mutual Recognition (MR) is that one Customs administration recognizes the validation 

findings and  AEO   authorizations by the other Customs administration,  and provides 

substantial, comparable benefits.



WHO is Korean MRA partners?





WHAT will Korea do in its future endeavors?




